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Section 7

(Section 254(a)(7), p. 74)
How the State, in using the requirements payment, will maintain the expenditures of the State for activities funded by the payment at a level that is not less than the level of such expenditures maintained by the State for the fiscal year ending prior to November 2000.

The Secretary of State, pursuant to EAC guidance, will ensure the expenditures of the state for activities funded by the payment will be maintained at a level that is not less than the level of such expenditures maintained by the state for the 1999-2000 Fiscal Year.  Throughout the implementation of HAVA, the Secretary of State has attempted to ensure that no HAVA funds were used to supplant local funding for activities already required by state law and to ensure that these and other “normal, ongoing” election expenses were not reimbursed with federal funds.  The Secretary of State provides the means for ensuring appropriate use of HAVA funds, including preventing supplanting local funding with new, HAVA resources, through:

· Standard agreements (contracts), which identify the allowable uses of funding

· Reimbursement-based contracts, which require counties to submit supporting documentation for costs in order to receive HAVA funding

· Secretary of State internal review and approval of claims submitted by counties before payment, which in many cases has led to disapproval of some expenses claimed

· Regular, ongoing and daily communication with county elections officials to provide guidance on allowable uses of funding

· Requirements for county poll worker and voter education plans to provide a basis for future county claims, but also as a mechanism to forewarn counties about potential disallowance of potential expenses

The Secretary of State will continue to use these mechanisms, including EAC guidance, to avoid the potential supplanting with HAVA funds the election expenses that should be borne by state and local agencies.
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